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resurrection of Jesus Christ. I am reminded of those who lovingly cared

for him as he made his way towards the cross. Jesus experienced

unusual kindness at his most challenging time. It is truly wonderfulto see

how much all our pupils’ heartsare capable of sharing and loving.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank every member of our

community for their ongoing support and dedication. As you read this

wonderful newsletter, I am certain that you will agree it has been a very

busy term, filled with considerable successes, and where pupils have

been working hard and enjoying their learning. A lot of these moments

have been captured in this edition of our ODBST Spring newsletter so

that you get a lovely flavour of what has been happening at all of our

ODBST schools. I am incredibly grateful to our staff who go above and

beyond to make sure our pupils have a wide range of positive learning

experiences both inside and outside the classroom.

I hope that you find some quality time for rest and recuperation this

Easter. I am looking forward to seeing our schools in action during a

summer term which promises to be vibrant and joyful.

Have a blessed Easter holiday! With best wishes,

Sulina Piesse

Chief Executive Officer, ODBST

     SPRING 2023   
 ODBST NEWSLETTER

WELCOME FROM THE CEO
Dear Parents, Carers, and Colleagues,

Over the last few weeks, during this period of Lent,

I have been thinking about the Christian value of

service and how thankful I am to all our pupils for

the small acts of kindness they have shown to

those around them. Easter is about the death and
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

On Friday27th February, Chesham Bois
had the pleasure of hosting Chiltern
Music Academy (CMA). They led a
special whole school singing assembly
to teach a newly commissioned
Coronation Song by Lin Marsh.
Throughout their stay CMA were
impressed by the warm, happy
atmosphere and the politeness of all

Well being week
As part of the school's well-being
week and red nose day activities they
held a joke competition which helped
to spread laughter throughout the
school. Pupils went up against their
teachers to see who could tell the
funniest joke, judged by the
joke-ometer working up from
dad-jokes to fall-off-my-chair funny
jokes! The pupils were far funnier than any of the CBS teachers
and everyone heard lots of brilliant jokes! It was a very
entertaining morning. Thank you to our School Council for being
the judges and working the joke-ometer!

Thankfulness Art Competition
This term, Chesham Bois held an Art
Competition. The children were asked to
create an image based on the school's
value of Thankfulness.  
Well done to all the talented artists who
took part in the Art Competition. The
staff  were really impressed with all
entries and choosing the winners was
really difficult! 
Congratulations to Livaansh, Isobel and
Nicholas who were their overall winners. 

Congratulations to Chesham Bois from Chiltern Music Academy!

the children. You can have a look at their video here.

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stiNhPJeyl4
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at Christ the Sower this term? 

Young Voices
They started the term with their
50+ strong school choir
attending the young voices
concert at the 02 in London.
The children had a fantastic
time, wearing the t shirts that
their music lead designed and
made for them. This was such 

The focus has been on Curriculum Enrichment at Christ the Sower this
term, with the whole team working very hard to weave their CARE
ethos and school values into the curriculum. This is important in order
to develop the characters and personal development of our pupils. 

a brilliant opportunity for the children to perform in such an
exciting and inspirational venue, alongside Heather Small.

History day
Later, in February, the school held a
history day, during which each class
learned all about inspirational women
from history. They looked at Elizabeth
Fry,Ada Lovelace, Emmeline Pankhurst,
Eva Peron to name just a few. The
children wrote newspaper reports,
poems, autobiographies, and balanced
arguments. They also held class debates, created atom models,
artwork portraits, created codes for programming and TV
adverts. A truly inspirational day for the whole school!

Xperience Caldecotte 
Just this week, Christ the Sower have
been at Xperience Caldecotte for a
residential trip with year 4. The children
had an amazing time, climbing,
bouldering, canoeing, raft building,
caving and taking part in archery. The
confidence and resilience of our children

from start to finish was incredible, and the staff are certain that
the children have learned skills and made memories to last them a
lifetime. 

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at Curzon this term?

lots of money for the local hearing dogs
charity. 

They then welcomed Buckinghamshire
Music Trust who brought in an array of
instruments. The pupils had a fabulous
time trying out the different types of
instruments. Towards the end of term,
we were delighted to welcome back 

A musical theme
In February, the whole school performed a signing song and raised 

Jake from iSingPOP. Jake led workshops and taught some of our
Key Stage 2 pupils to sing and dance to a selection of catchy
songs. They then put on excellent performances to the rest of the
school and members of our local community, impressing everyone
with their talent and energy. 

Celebrating reading
Our World Book Day with the theme of
bedtime stories was a huge success with
children choosing to share a range of
books. Children and staff thoroughly
enjoyed wearing their
pyjamas/costumes to school for the
day! The best part was watching our
Year 6 children share their favourite 
picture books with Key Stage 1 children. The Year 6 children did
an amazing job with many mini teachers in the making! 

Supporting others
Upon finding out that our
twinned school in Kenya
needed some more play
equipment, our school
council organised a highly
successful sponsored skip.
This is a key part of our
vision and ties into the 

ODBST value of service which encourages everyone that is a part
of the Trust to look after themselves and others around them. We
are proud of the enthusiasm our pupils showed in helping others.

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at Elmtree this term?

World Book Day
The children had a wonderful time on
World Book Day. Everyone was invited
to attend school dressed as their
favourite literary character, and
parents were able to visit classrooms
to hear their children read. The
Nursery Children really enjoyed
listening to some more Traditional
Tales. Elmtree also hosted their first
ever book swap where every child

Wild Woods
The children have really enjoyed
spending time outdoors in our Wild
Woods area. Reception have been
making great use of the new mud
kitchen and Year 1 have been
learning how to whittle. They used a
potato peeler to take a layer of bark
off their wood and will soon be using
the sticks to make themselves

objects. The children have also been learning how to tie different
knots and also how to safely start a fire to toast marshmallows.
Continuing with their outdoors theme, Year 1 have also been
looking at is ‘Roots, Shoots and Juicy Fruits’. They have started
learning about how to keep themselves healthy. So far, the class
have explored where fruit and vegetables come from and how
they grow.

Esio Trot
Year two have been exploring the
story Esio Trot by Roald Dahl.
They began by interviewing Mr Hoppy
and created their own questions to
help them find out more about him.
They then created character
descriptions of Mr Hoppy and Mrs
Silver, helping them to build a picture
of what they looked like and what

took home a new book to read. It was a wonderful success.

their personalities were like. They rounded their topic off with a
trip to the Roald Dahl Museum!

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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What has been happening at Great Horwood this term?

Escape from Pompeii
In English, this term, Maples have been reading Escape from
Pompeii. The children created newspaper reports and informed
the rest of Italy about how the volcano erupted. They also had the
opportunity to create Roman mosaics on the school computers,
designing intricate patterns and seeing how each individual square
contributes to the whole.

People who help us
As part of this term's topic, Acorns
have looked at lots of different
pictures of people who help us and
discussed how and why. The class
were very lucky to have visits from a
Nurse and a Prison Officer to explain
the jobs that they do. The children
have shown such curiosity around
exploring where people who help us
are in our community!

Space
Hawthorns have been delving into
'Hidden Figures' by Margot Shelly and
have explored the interesting yet
challenging lives of the four incredible,
African-American women: Mary
Jackson, Dorothy Vaughan, Katherine
Johnson and Christine Darden. In
music, the children have been
recreating the opening music for the 

Superman film (originally by John Williams) to create atmosphere
and suspense. Working in small groups, the children composed
their own short piece of music, matching it to the visuals in the
opening credits. 

On Safari
Conkers have been learning all about
Africa, and specifically Kenya. The class
have explored the savannahs and
national parks, used maps, atlases and
globes to find out more about our
world and Africa,  and can now identify
the ‘Big Five’ animals. The children
have  also created some collages
inspired by African patterns and
landscapes.

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at Longwick this term?

Peace Club
Longwick C of E School have recently been allocated a space on
the Peer Mentoring Scheme with Bucks Mind. This Support in
Schools Service is available to Primary Schools in
Buckinghamshire and East Berkshire. It provides training for
children, enabling them to offer listening support to their fellow
students and become mental health ambassadors. The training
includes mental health awareness, mentor responsibilities,
development of communication and listening skills, and
understanding the importance of  confidentiality and
safeguarding. At Longwick, Year 5 and 6 children were invited to
apply for the position of Peace Leader. The Children chosen
recently received Peer Mentor Training, which they will put to
use in a new lunchtime Peace Club. The school's hope is that
this club will be an inclusive, spiritual and safe space for all
children in the school and will encourage students to seek
support when they need it. 

Year 4 residential
This month, Longwick's Year 4 children went to Woodrow on a
three day residential trip. We were so pleased to hear so many
of the children persevere with new challenges and try so many
wonderful activities. They came back 
with an air of confidence and pride
which was so lovely to see. Here are a
few quotes from the children:
Alex: "I LOVED nightline as I had to use
all my senses not just my sight. I had to
learn to adapt without my sight and
trust people."

Cindy-Lou: "The bedrooms were good. I
liked sharing a room with my friends - I
was so tired from all the fun!" 

Toby: "I liked the bush craft because I got
to try and light a fire using sparks and we
learnt about how to make a fire and the
different types of wood that are good for 

making fires." 

Mrs Walker: "My favourite part of the residential was spending
time with the amazing children!" 

Marcel: "My favourite part of the residential was the high ropes
because I felt scared but I persevered!" 

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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What has been happening at Padbury this term?

Celebrating Achievements
This term saw the return of Padbury's Parents being able to join
the school's weekly celebration assembly. One of the
celebrations each week is the ‘Bucket Fillers’. This is where
children and staff through the week write down when they notice
someone doing something kind or thoughtful and pop a slip of
paper with that on into that child’s or adult’s bucket for them to
read. It is a simple but effective way of picking up all those
positive things that could otherwise go unnoticed. 

Fund raising
Comic Relief returned and Padbury
School Council organised a day of
activities, including, dressing up, an
art competition and a cake sale
making over £300.00. 

World Book Day saw more costumes,
shared reading sessions and again we 

The great outdoors
Forest School has continued this term
for Maple and Beech class children.
The children have had fun whittling,
making dream catchers, and climbing
trees. Padbury hope to extend Forest
school through Key Stage 2 in the
summer term  now that Mrs Grace has
passed her Forest School qualification. 

School trips
Beech class visited the Motor
Museum in Gaydon to learn more
about transport through the ages.
They wrote some great recounts
on their return sharing their best
bits. There is an extract of one
from Year 1 and 2 below. Sitting on
Bessie, the 100yr old bus and
listening to the stories attached to
her seemed a hot favourite with
many of them. 

were reminded about the pleasure of being able to curl up with a
book.

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at St Johns this term?

Sports
St John's have taken part in many
sporting events with the  girls and
boys football team and basketball
team being very busy. The school had
some great success in cross country,
with two of their boys chosen to
represent Bucks Swans at the National
Primary Cross-Country finals. 

School Trips
Year 6 have been learning to keep
themselves safe as part of their
Personal, social, health and
economic education (PSHE)
curriculum. In order to support this
learning, they were able to go on a
trip to Hazard Alley. The Safety
Centre is the world’s first interactive, 
immersive, and memorable  safety education charity.
Specialising in teaching children, young people and adults
about how to stay safe, understand risks and avoid accidents
using realistic learning experiences. They learned about fire
safety, water safety, keeping safe by the railways and much
more. During their visit, our pupils helped Hazard Alley to
create a promotional video which can be seen by clicking on the
image above.

Special visitors
The Reception class at St John's were
treated to a special visit from Mrs
Peters and Mrs Tebb this term. Both
are parents of children in the class,
and both are paramedics. Reception
had a great morning learning about
the important job they do. The
children also made their own
"Paramedic", tried on lots of the  

uniform and equipment and also had a go in the tent ambulance.
A big thank you to them for giving up their time on their day off
to come in and talk to the class. 

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMqg3_HzUkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMqg3_HzUkY


@ODBST

www.odbst.org.uk

@bucks.oxford

Oxford Diocesan Bucks 
Schools Trust



organisation that promotes road
safety and safe travel to and from
school, to keep track of all the
initiatives that they complete to help
keep the roads safe for everyone.
Examples of the work the JRSO's
deliver include communications sent
out from school, walk to school
weeks, road safety assemblies and
travel surveys. 
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at St Mary's this term?

Thanks to the JRSO's St Mary's was one of just 125 schools
across the country that was nominated for the 2023 National
Awards and in Buckinghamshire there were only 10 Primary and
1 Secondary Schools nominated. One Friday, they were invited
to attend the virtual Modeshift STARS Regional Awards along
with the other nominated schools in

Junior Road Safety Officer success
This term St Mary's have some exciting news to share about all
the hard work their Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSO)
undertake to support their school travel plan. Across the
country 3,500 schools signed up to Modeshift STARS, the

the area. Mrs Clark, their School
Travel Plan Co-Ordinator, the
JRSO's and Year 6 all tuned in to
the awards ceremony, watched
with bated breath, and were
overjoyed when St Mary's was
announced as the winning
Primary School in the region!

Promoting sustainable ways to
travel to and from school is a 

great way to help develop the Net Zero target that the ODBST
have signed up to as well as ensuring that all the road users in
our communities can use and keep the streets as safe as
possible. 

The school and ODBST are so proud of all the hard work that the
JRSO's and Mrs Clark do and I am sure that you will join me in
celebrating with them.

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at Thomas Harding this term?

Dance Festival
The whole of Thomas Harding Junior
school (THJS) has taken part in a dance
festival in the last week of term and the
quality of what each class produced was
fantastic. This year’s theme was film
music, with dances to everything from
Men in Black to Underground from
Labrinth. It was enjoyed by everyone and
a fantastic way to finish the term.

Science week
This term the school have celebrated
all things science by participating in
an extended science week. It was
launched by Miss Smith who gave the
children many "wow" moments with
exciting experiments to get their
brains ticking. Children then went on
to conduct many of their own
investigations, including taking part 

in live lessons to answer questions such as ‘how are pigs
connected to jumbo jets?’

The importance of reading
Reading is always a huge
part of day-to-day life at
THJS but during the week
of World Book Day they
went even further to
celebrate all things books!
Dressing as their favourite
character, dropping
everything to read,
learning lines for character 
machines, creating reading cafes in classrooms and enjoying BBC
live lessons are just a few of the things we got up to!



Invention competition

Every child got the chance to take part in our Victorian invention
competition. The ideas from the winners from each year group
have now been sent off. We are excited to see if their ideas have a
chance to be made into actual working machines! 

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening at Woodside this term?

Young Voices
This term some of Woodside Junior School's pupils went to the
O2 Arena to attend a Young Voices event . There were over 9000 

children singing sing songs which they
had all been busy practicing since
September, and the atmosphere was
electric. The singers were joined by a
street dance crew, beatboxers and
the amazing violinist, Anna Phoebe.
They also got the opportunity to sing
‘Proud’ with Heather Small and
recorded the chorus for a track that
was released to coincide with Mental

incredibly proud of the Woodside
children. The school and ODBST
would also like to thank Mr Harvey-
Mott for joining them for choir
rehearsals each Thursday; Mrs
McCarthy for giving up her own time
to come with them; and Mrs Nickless
and the office staff who helped
behind the scenes with admin.

Mega Maths Morning
The children at Woodside also took part in a fantastic morning of 

Health week. Mrs Harrison said that it was one of the most
exciting and enjoyable experiences of her career. She was so

Maths with a Mega Math hunt that
extended all over the school. grounds.
They used their map skills to find
clues which required their mental
maths and known facts to solve. They
then had to crack a code. The children
also completed a giant Tangram Team
Challenge in the school hall, they
worked collaboratively in small
groups to make shapes and animals, 

using their skills of spatial awareness and problem solving. Each
class also completed other maths challenges, investigations, and
activities, encouraging them to use all of the skills they have been
developing this year.

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Getting to know Speen

A word from Lisa Davies, Headteacher of Speen. "At Speen School
we are very much looking forward to officially becoming part of
the ODBST.We have been made to feel so welcome and are
already feeling part of the family." 

Fundraising 
The children at Speen have been very
busy this term. Their School Council
have decided that they would like to
support the Horses Trust as their
chosen charity. For 136 years The
Horse Trust’s Home of Rest for Horses
has specialised in providing retirement
and respite for working horses and
ponies. These hard-working equine 

public servants have served our nation in the Police, the Army or
with charities which use horses to help people. They also
provide sanctuary to horses, ponies and donkeys who have 
suffered from cruelty or neglect and
who are in desperate need of
specialist treatment and care. The
school have been along to visit the
residents to see how important the
money that they raise is and what it
will do to help the organisation.

 
For their first fund raiser the school
had a competition to name our new 
school play ship. The winning entry was HMS Gizmo (the name of
their school cat). Jessica from the Horses Trust came into school
to collect the money and introduce the horse they will be
sponsoring. His name is Casper.

Science Week
Science week was a huge event for the
school and the children enjoyed a
whole week of playtime experiments
including volcano explosions, making
rainclouds with rainbows and dancing
rice. Bramley Class enjoyed taking the
initiative of leading experiments for
the younger children and everyone
loved the mess!

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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ODBST vision, values, and priorities 
 

Each of our schools has a unique character of its own and we work to
ensure that this vision embraces all our pupils and adults, regardless

of background and belief. We empower our schools to deliver a broad,
enriched, and exciting curriculum, coupled with a shared zest for life

and learning.
 

We have identified 4 core values that resonate with what we believe
the ODBST Learner, and Leader should follow and live by. They reflect

the values that are central to our schools and the diocese. Through
our  values, we aim for excellence for everyone in our Trust. 
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Service We encourage everyone to look after themselves and others
around them. We encourage children in our schools to seek the

common good in all that they do through acts of kindness. ODBST
believes that our gifts and talents are to be used in ways that will

improve the lives of themselves and others.



Inclusivity Everyone is accepted and supported, regardless of faith
or culture. We will strive for everyone to be given every opportunity

to reach their potential. We believe everyone is unique and
everyone matters




Community We work in unison with all our families. Together we
learn, love, achieve and flourish. Within our family of schools, each
individual is encouraged to discover and grow their talents to their
fullest potential. We believe by encouraging, inspiring and building
each other up we secure the best outcomes for every member of

our community. 



Empowerment We will encourage everyone to trust in their own
capabilities and to recognise their potential. We want to challenge

ourselves to be the best we can be – even when this becomes hard.
We will do this by leading by example, supporting and guiding one

another, celebrating accomplishments, providing opportunities for
all, developing confidence, resilience and perseverance in both our

children and our adults.



                              We aspire for every pupil and adult to                                     
‘experience life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10)

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/


@ODBST

www.odbst.org.uk

@bucks.oxford

Oxford Diocesan Bucks 
Schools Trust

Inventry is the visitor management system we are using in all our
schools. Initially it was developed for use in the Education
system and subsequently adopted by other sectors including in 
 care homes, in the NHS, to name a few, due to its audit and
compliance capabilities. The InVentry system helps our schools
track those who visit their premises. For  schools, the simple sign
in book is outdated and no longer sufficient, they now have
higher security requirements such as ID badges, DBS checks and
GDPR compliance, all of which InVentry can aid them with.
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening in the Shared Services Team this term?

Keeping our schools safe - Enhanced
site security

Safeguarding is always a priority at the 
 ODBST. We wanted all our schools to
have a visitor management system to
manageentry into and exit out of our
school buildings. We are so pleased that
all our schools now have this system in
place.

Rachael Hollinshead,
COO ODBST

InVentry links with the school’s
Management Information System
(Bromcom) so when children arrive
late, they sign in on the system and the
attendance marks are recorded in
Bromcom. This allows the school to
accurately monitor attendance at all
times. In addition, as the system is
integrated with the register system, if 

a child needs to leave school early due to a medical appointment
or illness, the register for evacuation situations will be
automatically updated. This works in the same way for school
staff who are issued with ID cards which have a unique barcode.
They use these to register their attendance on site by signing in
and out across the day. This means that the school has accurate
records as to who is on site at any time so staff are offered the
same protection in the event of an emergency evacuation.

All visitors to the school will sign in using the InVentry system
electronically using the interactive sign in screen which, in turn,
then produces a photo ID badge which is worn throughout the
visitor’s time on school premises. 

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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Empowering our unique schools to excel

What has been happening in the Shared Services Team this term?

           Sarah Rowe,                
HR Director ODBST

positive, with the system streamlining the process for both
candidates and coordinators. If you know anyone interested in
joining the ODBST family, please use the QR code here to view
our latest opportunities:

My New Term
As a Trust we have recently implemented
My New Term, an education focused
recruitment system, to help promote our
vacancies, and attract the very best staff
to work in our schools.  The system allows
schools to not only advertise their
vacancies but also promotes
opportunities across the wider family of
schools for those looking to develop this
career.  Feedback so far has been 

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/
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The ODBST family of schools

http://www.odbst.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ODBST
http://twitter.com/BucksOxford
http://www.linkedin.com/company/oxford-diocesan-bucks-schools-trust/

